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~ WHOSE PORTRAIT IS THIS?

LY

OId North Church and House Nearby Made Background of a Picture
' Of an Unknown Rich Bostonian

CHRIST CHURCH IN 1750

b? Hrs Chiarles K. Bolton from the. background of the painting of an unknown Bostoman,
whose. pom'axt shown in’the insert 1

‘Thurch, the Old North, asso- | Charles K. Bolton, wife of the libmrlan
Pan). Revere's lantérns, has |.of Boston Athenneum,. who copled: it | dent of<Salem st

. - : X

{ Puritun mansion. with look-off on jts:

L aig Sale in frent. which apparentiy
i tfian occupied the north norner of North
! Benmet =t and Salem s, and wus an
t early hioul of  Joaathan Jaeckson.
, brazier, an aucistor of Oliver Wendeld
:

1

Holmes.

Waiter Kendall Watkins aas sho
thut the house s probubly onc
‘wy NatRaniel Henchman,
2 to Jaeksen in 2% lvng oecupied

by his deughter and her husband, Re

John Webb, minister of the New Norin

Congregational Church, Hunover st, and

owned from 1372 uill 1l by Fraucis

Crequi, a prosperouss méerchunt who

came from the West Indies and was a

communicant of Christ Church.

! Edward Edes and Edward Powzrs,
" poth bakers, were later successively oc-
¢ cupznts. The house had probably dis-
| appeared by 1800 or soon afterward, for
‘i 4 map of ISH shows iis site occupicd
! by a“block of houses. which have since
|
|
{
i
|
i

ziven way to the Indusirial Home,

Unknown Merchant Prince

i At first thought it seemed a reason-

| able supposition that the unkunown man
who was ‘the subjcct of the portraft

' might have been a warden or vestryv-
man of Christ Church who lived in
the mansion in the foreground. Bu:
the painter of the portrait, John Green-
wood, is said to have worked In Boston
only between about 1745 and 1352, The
character of the portrait fails to cor-
respond with any known occupant of
the house dufing that perfod.

The rich ralment of ths subject of
the portrait indicates that he vwas prob-
abaly a “‘merchant prince.”

The point of view f{from which tle
scene making the background was taken
was about the middle of the block Le-
tween Prince st and Sheafe st, now site
of 15¢ Salem st, where may have stood
the home.of the man in the portrait.
with 2 North window which commanded
the view of Christ Church and the
mansion. in front of it.

The portrait, which is life-size. thrée-
quarters length. now owned by Mrz

i Lawrence Park of Groton, wus obtained,

‘a fow years ago by her late husband, a
Boston archliect, from a family named
| Burdet:, a member of which rescued it
j,"l) years ago from an obscure nook in
an upper story of the building at the
' south corner of -Winter st and Washing-
| ton st, over the then famous drug store
-and soda fountain of the late Orlando
. Tompkins, long proprietor of the Bos-
ton Theatre. -

. Not the slightest clew as to the iden-
“tity of the subject of the portrait has
wet been found. His complexion was

i |ruddy, eyes blue, vest.a brownish bro-

l'.:ade and cost green.

ang ‘nitherto unknown view terested in. such- antiquities by, Mrs | s‘ﬁf‘d‘; :ﬁ:&"’)‘w“’m oil W’ﬂ‘:ﬂ‘ of

. - . a ink mm .the d.l.na' back- An mterestxng accésow is an mclent
3‘.’&@&‘,10:;&@9‘\@‘ with-pen_an fro
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