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HISTORICAL SKETCH

OQOF THE
. 2 L 1 Lq ° ’ >
Inftitution, Defign, &c. of the Society for propagating
the GosPEL among the INDIANS and others in
Noirth-America,
R r s it S
IN the year 1762, a2 number of gentlemen affociated with the defign of eftablithing
a’ {ociety fimilar to that of which we are now about to give an account. They
collected a large fund, and robtained a charter of incorporation from the government

here, and began warmly and zealoufly to  profecute théir pious and benevolent objec.
But, when the aét of their incerporation was fent to England for allowance, the Arch-

bifhop of Canterbury,* jealous left this fhould interfere with the fociety eftablithed:

in Great-Britain, or perhaps unwilling that perfons not well affeted to epifcopacy
thould obtain new influence and power by this means, obtained from the king a’ neg-
ative on the incorporating bill:~ It~ fell of courfe, and the zeal of ‘its fupporters in a
great meafure fell with it ; for no more was heard concerning it till after the
Revolution which made us an independent people.

In the year 1%87, a commiffion from the fociety in Scotland, for propagating
chriftian knowledge, was received by a number of gentlemen in Bofton and its vi-
cinity, to fuperintend the funds of the fociety which were devoted to chriftianizing
the aboriginal natives of America. Afhamed that more folicitude for this object
thould be difcovered by foreigners than by themfelves, thefe gentlemen revived the
former plan, and affociated for the purpofe of forming a fociety fimilar to that in
Scotland.  They petitioned the General Affembly for a charter, which was granted
them, with the adequate powers, at the clofe of the fame year, 1787,

Their next objet was to raife fuch funds as fhould be neceflary for the purpofes
which they had in view. Two methods occurred, as proper to be taken. One was,
to obtain a Brief from the Affembly for a colle@ion in all the churches of the ftate.
This was cheerfully granted ; but it was by no means fo produive as might have been

expected,
* Jafper Mauduit’s letter to Mr. Bowdoin, dated April 7, 1763.
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expefted, the whole amount of it being only 1561 dollars and one cent. The other
Was a private fubfcription among the members of the fociety and other benevolent and
pious perfons. This was adopted with more fuccefs ; fo that now the funds of the
fociety, appropriated to their general purpofes, yield an annual income of 338 dollars
and 74 cents. - :

The late Hon. Jonn Avrorp, Efg. of Charleftown, in his laft will, devifed a large fum
of money to be devoted to the purpofe of {preading the knowledge of the gofpel among
the heathen. His executor, the late Ricrrarn Carv, Efg. had never, till the incorpo-
ration of this fociety, found any body of men to whom he might entruft this fum, with
a profipect of its being applied agrecably to the intentions of the donor. To them, how-
ever, he transferréd it, and the annual income arifing from it is 414 dollars and
36 cents.

In the difpofal of this money, the fociety have confulted the beft interefts of the In-
dians, to whom it is folely appropriated. They aflift in the fupport of the Rev. Mr,
Mayhew of Martha’s Vineyard, Mr. Hawley of Marfhpee, and Mr. Sargeant of New-
Stockbridge, all of whom are miffionaries to the Indians. On Martha’s Vineyard they
fupport a number of fmall fchools for Indian children. The fociety have alfo furnithed
to the fchools which are fupported by other means at Marfhpee, Oneida, and New-
Stockbridge, books, paper, and every neceflary. Believing that to civilize thefe people
is one great and neceffary ftep towards chriftianizing them, the fociety have fupplied the
Indian inhabitants of New-Stockbridge with many implements of hufbandry, fuch as
ploughs, chains, and hoes. They have aflifted them in building fchool-houfes and a
houfe for their minifter ; and they have defrayed the expenie of printing the affembly’s
catechifm, which had been tranflated into the language of thefe Indians. The fociety
have alfo been careful to diftribute books upon pious and practical fubjeds, in fuch num-
bers as they thought expedient and ufeful. In this way, fince the firft eftablifhment of.
the inftitution, ‘the Indians have received 38 bibles, 84 teftaments, 150 fpelling-books,
85 primmers, 48 Watts’s pfalms and hymns, 18 pfalters, and 79 other books, amount-
ing in the whole to 544.

Notwithftaniding ‘the «difcouragements which have attended almoft all the attempts
to chriftianize the Indians, the fociety feel it to be their duty {till to continue them.
Their funds will not admit of fending miffionaries into diftant parts of the continent,
or to feek out thofe nations of Indians who are wholly unconnected with the white
inhabitants. Their attempts:are confined to thofe tribes interfperfed among the white
inhabitants, orin their meighbourhcod. The with of the {ociety is to propagate and
cheriththe' {pirit of Chriftianity in the minds of thefe people, and, as their means and
opportunity will admit, graduaily to diffeminate chriftian knewledge ‘among more
v diftant tribes. : '

i - That part -of the funds iof the fociety, which is not appropriated {olely to the Indians,
has
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But, the views of the fociety; with refpe@ to the man.nér in which their miffions
thould be conduéted, will appear more plainly from the following copy of the inftruc-
tions which are regularly giveit to all their miffionaries, viz. :

“To A: B. Miflionary, .
Ry, Sir. :

“ You will pleafe to attend, during your miffion, to the following inftru@ions,
adopted by’ the fociety for propagating the gofpel among ‘the Indians and others in
- North-America, and given to all their miflionaries.

“Firft.  You will improve every opportunity of giving private and public religious
inftructions to the objects of your miflion. You will not fuffer a day to pafs, during
the continuance of it, without attempts of this kind.

“ Secondly. You will be careful to fpend as little time as poflible in places where
the people enjoy the ordinances of religion. Thofe who are without thefe privileges,
the poor and the deftitute, are the objects of your miflion.

* Thirdly. You will not accept of any reward from thofe to whom you minifter,
excepting neceffary fupport. Let the golpel be preached freely.

, * Fourthly. You will not, during your miffion, attempt the purchafe of lands, or
¥ 4 any other fecular bufinefs, left the people fhould fuppofe that you are governed by in-
terefted motives in coming among them.

“ Fifthly. You will keep a daily journal, from the time of your leaving home, of
your procecedings, particularly a lift of the baptifms which you ‘may adminifter, and an
exact account of the manner in which you diftribute the books entrufted to your care.
The fociety wifh you ‘the prefence and blefling of Heaven; and in their name 1
fubfcribe myfelf Your, &c. ' :

i Secretary. _ e :D. Prefident.”

It has been the cuftom of the fociety to.advance -one half of their allowance to the
miflionaries on their fetting out, but not to pay the other till they have exhibited the
journal required by the above infiru&ions. j

Confcious that they have no other motive than a wilh to.do good, the fociety fub-
mit the above account of the manner in which they have difcharged their truft, to the
General Affembly and to their fellow citizens. They may have erred in their judg-
ments, but they know that their intentions have been pure. They afk the aid of the
government, and of the pious and munificent, to cnable them to profecute the objedts
of their inftitution ; and requeft the prayers of all good men, that the blefling of

P Heaven may crown their endeavours with fuccefs. By order.
by Bofton, Fanuary, 1798. Prrer ThaacHERr, Sect’y.
@W@@géa Keacen
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List oF THE OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY.

His Honour Mofes Gill, Ef. Prefident.

1. Hon. Oliver Wendell, Efg. Vice-Prefident.

) Ebenezer Storer, Efg. Treafurcr.

Rev. John Eliot, Vice-Treafurer.

Rev. Peter Thacher, D. D. Secretary.

Rev. Jedidiah Morfe, D. D. Affiffant-Secretary.

¢ SeLecTt COMMITTEE.

Hon. Thomas Dawes, Ef.
William Phillips, jun. Efg.
Rev. Mr. Samuel Weft.

Rev. Peter Thacher, D. D.
Rev. Jofeph Eckley, D. D.

Nathaniel Appleton, Ef.
Jeremy Belknap, D. D
Rew. Alden Bradford.
Hon. Richard Cranch.
John Clarke, D. D.

Hon. Francis Dana.

Hon. Thomas Dawes.
Jofeph Eckley, D. D.
Rev. John Eliot.

Rev. Nathaniel Emmons.
Rew. Levi Frifbie.

David S. Greenough, Ef.
Rev. Abiel Holmes.

Rev. Daniel Laittle.
Hon. John Lowell, E/.
Hon. Jonathan Mafon, Efg.

His Honour Mofes Gill, Ejg.

Hon. Benjamin Lincoln, Ef.

List or MEMBERS.

Jedidiah Morfe, D. D.
Rew. Phillips Payfon.

Hon. William Phillips, £/.
William Phillips, jux. Efj.
Rev. Eliphalet Porter.

My. Samuel Salifbury.
Ebenezer Storer, Lfg.

Hon. James Sullivan, Ef.
His Excellency Increafe Sumner, £/g.
Peter Thacher, D. D.

Hon. Cotton Tufts.

Hon. Oliver Wendell, E/.
Rev. Samuel Weft.

Jofeph Willard, D. D.
Samuel Williams, LL. D.
Mr. Ebenezer Wight.

- Mpr. James White.

Mr. William Woodbridge.



